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Asian Elephant
Elephas maximus
Threat Status: Endangered

African Savanna Elephant
Loxodonta africana 
Threat Status: Endangered

African Forest Elephant
Loxodonta cyclotis
Threat Status: Critically Endangered

Elephants
There are currently three recognisedspeciesof elephant:
the African forest elephant,the Africansavannaelephant,
and the Asian elephant. Each of these species are
considered to be threatened with extinction. Elephants
range throughout sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and
SoutheastAsia,and can be found in a variety of different
habitats,includingforests,savannahs,marshes,anddeserts.

Elephants are threatened by habitat loss and fragmentation, 
illegal poaching for their ivory, and human-elephant conflict.
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Elephantsare some of the most inspiring specieson the planet, and for centuries have helped to create
emotionalconnectionsbetweenpeopleand the naturalworld. However,all three speciesof elephantare now
threatenedwith extinction,with their populationsdecreasinggloballydue to habitat loss,poachingandhuman-
wildlife conflict. DublinZoois extremelyprivilegedto carefor a familyof Asianelephants,andtogetherwith our
partnersin the BritishandIrishAssociationof ZoosandAquariums(BIAZA),andthe EuropeanAssociationof Zoos
andAquaria(EAZA),we arecontributingdirectlyto elephantconservation,both in zoosandin the wild.

Caringfor elephantsis a constantlyevolvingprocess,and we continually strive to push the boundariesof
elephanthusbandry,providingthe very higheststandardsof carepossiblefor the elephantsat DublinZoo. We
participatein, andinstigate,innovativeresearchto helpusbetter understandthe elephantsin our careandtheir
needs,allowingus to underpinall of our managementpracticesand conservationactionswith evidenceand
science. Workingwith the AsianelephantEAZAExSituProgramme(EEP),we arehelpingto createa healthyand
sustainablepopulation of Asianelephantsin Europeanzoos,while also contributing to the conservationof
elephantsin the wild.

Throughour conservationpartners,the Wildlife Trustof India and the AsianNature ConservationFoundation,
DublinZoois helpingto securehabitatsfor Asianelephantsin the wild, directly conservingand improvingthe
lives of wild elephants. Theseprojects ensure that the local communitieswho live alongsideelephantsare
includedaspart of the solution,creatinga sustainablefuture for both peopleandelephantsin India. In this way
eachtime you visit DublinZoo you are not only getting the chanceto watch a herd of Asianelephantsliving
together as a family group and displayingnatural behaviours,but you are also directly helping to conserve
elephantsin the wild.

Dublin½ƻƻΩǎelephantprogrammehasattractedthe interestof zooprofessionalsfrom all overthe world,andhas
allowedusto successfullybreedAsianelephantsfor the first time in Ireland. Wehavenow successfullybred two
generationsof Asianelephantsat DublinZoo,makinga substantialcontributionto the conservationof this iconic
species. Simultaneously, we havecreateda truly immersiveexperiencefor our visitors,deliveringconservation
messagesand educationprogrammesfocussingon elephantsin the wild and the actionswe can all take to
conservethem. WeŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘdo anyof thiswithout our visitors,andwe thankyoufor yourcontinuedsupportand
dedication. DublinZooiscommittedto ensuringthat Asianelephantshavea sustainablefuture, both in zoosand
the in the wild,andwe lookforwardto continuingto connectour visitorswith elephantsandthe naturalworld.

Dr. AndrewMooney
ConservationandResearchOfficer

Introduction

Dublin Zoo works in partnershipwith:
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DublinZooishometo a successfulbreedingherdof Asianelephants,andactively

participatesin the EAZAAsianelephantExSituProgramme(EEP). Theelephants

at Dublin Zoo regularlycontribute to scientific researchon a huge variety of

topicswhichhavehelpedinform animalmanagementpracticesandconservation

actions. DublinZooalsoproudlysupportsin situ efforts to conserveelephantsin

the wild through our conservationpartners in India, helping to securecritical

elephanthabitatsandreducinghuman-elephantconflict.
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Dublin Zoo was opened by the ZoologicalSocietyof Ireland in
1831on four acresof land in the PhoenixPark. In 1835, the Zoo
rented its first elephant for the summer months, and the
following year, in 1836, London Zoo gave Dublin Zoo its first
resident elephant. During these early days enclosureswere
rudimentary, designedfor containment and to provide visitors
with good viewsof the animals. Overthe comingdecadesmany
elephants came to Dublin Zoo, including notable figures like
PrinceTomin 1871(agift from the Dukeof Edinburgh)andSarain
1936(a gift from the Governorof Madras). Likemanyother zoos
at the time, visitors were given the opportunity to ride the
elephants,and many Irish peoplehave fond memoriesof these
times. However,asour understandingof the needsof elephants
changed,sodidour practicesin caringfor them.

Beginningin the 1970s the internationalzoo communitystarted
evolving, shifting away from just the display of animals and
focussingmoreon conservationandeducation. Duringthis period
zoosstarted establishinganimal care and husbandrystandards,
and beganworkingtogether to managepopulationsof a species
acrossmultiplezoosandcountries.

In the early 2000s, DublinZoo made the big decisionto expand
our elephanthabitat and beginactivelyparticipatingin the EAZA
ExSituProgramme(EEP)for Asianelephants,helpingto createa
healthypopulationof elephantsin Europeanzoos. In 2007, Dublin
Zooopenedthe world-classKazirangaForestTrailand welcomed
three new Asianelephantsfrom RotterdamZoo. Thissameyear
sawthe first birth of an elephantin Ireland,a femalecalf named
Asha. This was the start of Dublin ½ƻƻΩǎparticipation in the
EuropeanAsian elephant breeding programme, and between
2007 and 2019 nine calveswere born at the Zoo, bringing the
total numberof elephantsat DublinZooto a record12.

History

Komali, an Asian elephant calf at Dublin Zoo (1950)5



Male Asian elephant Rama and his keepers (1900) 
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Kaziranga 
Forest Trail

In 2007, DublinZooopenedthe innovativeand immersiveKazirangaForest
Trailhabitat for Asianelephants. Thisexpansivehabitatwasdesignedby the
American architectural firm Jonesand Jones,and was inspired by the
KazirangaForestregion in Assam,India, which supportsa rich biodiversity
includingelephants,tigersandIndianrhinoceros. Theaimof thisnewhabitat
was to provide a breeding herd of Asianelephantswith the spacethey
neededto live in a natural socialgroup setting,as they would in the wild,
whilealsoencouragingthemto displaynaturalbehaviours.

Thisnewhabitatwasoneof the first facilitiesin the world designedto allow
elephantsto live togetherdayandnight (aradicaldecisionfor the time),and
provides24 hour accessto outdoor areas. Important featuresof this habitat
include a night house for elephant cows and calves,which has a ceiling
window to allow natural light to enter, and a two-metre deep sand
substrate,which allowsthe elephantsto lie down and sleeptogether. The
night housealsocontainselevatedfeeders,roughsurfacesfor rubbing,and
food timersfor overnightfeeding,all of whichencouragesearching,curiosity
andmusclebuildingbehaviours.

The complexoutdoor habitat includestwo deep pools, a sand substrate,
hangingfeedersfor elevatedfeeding,artificial rocksfor rubbing,andhidden
feedersto encourageandprolongthe amountof time the elephantsengage
in naturalforagingbehaviours. Theoutdoorhabitat iswherethe elephantsat
DublinZoospendmost of their day,so it is important that this environment
is enrichingfor them. Eachday our dedicatedelephantcareteam carefully
planout andenhancethe habitat,byaddingtree stumpsandrocks,andeven
changingthe contour of the surfaceby movingthe sandinto smallhills for
the elephantsto climb and lie on. In this way the elephantshave ever
changingvisualand tactile stimulation,aswell asediblestimulation,adding
varietyto their dailylivesandencouragingnaturalbehaviours.

Kaziranga Forest Trail at Dublin Zoo
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A separatenight house and outdoor area were also built just for a bull
elephant,givingspaceto separatethe elephantherd if needed. Although
Asianelephantsnormally live peacefullytogether, sometimesseparation
canbenecessary,specificallywhenthe bull is in musth.

Aswell asbeinghometo Asianelephants,the KazirangaForestTrail is also
hometo a smallgroupof blackbucks(Antilopecervicapra), a smallantelope
specieswhich sharesthe same habitat as Asian elephants in the wild.
Although the elephantsand blackbucklive together harmoniouslyin the
KazirangaForestTrail,the blackbuckalsohavea separatenight houseand
outdoorareawhichthe elephantscannotaccess.

Thisprogressivehabitathasattractedthe interestof zooprofessionalsfrom
all over the world, andhasallowedusto breedAsianelephantsfor the first
time in Ireland. We have now successfullybred two generations of
elephants at Dublin Zoo, making a substantial contribution to the
conservationof this species. Simultaneously, the extensiveuse of plants,
anda trail with uniqueviewingareas,hashelpedto createa truly immersive
experiencefor our visitors,andgivesus the chanceto deliverconservation
messagesabout elephantsin the wild. Most importantly, the Kaziranga
ForestTrailgivesour visitorsthe opportunity to watchelephantsdisplaying
a wide variety of natural behavioursςbathing, feeding,moving,digging,
playing,interactingor simplyrelaxingtogether asa herd, as they would in
the wild.

Whatismusth?

Musth is a natural annualhormonalcyclethat occursin adult
male elephants. During musth, testosterone levels increase
significantly,whichcanchangethe behaviourof bull elephants,
sometimesresultingin aggression.

Blackbuck at Dublin Zoo
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Whatisanimalhusbandry?

Animal husbandry is the science of breeding and caring for
animals,andcoversall aspectsof how we manageour animalson
a daily basis. At DublinZoo, our world-classhusbandrypractices
help to supportthe growthanddevelopmentof the animalsin our
care. Our practices are based on years of experience and
collaborationwith other zoos,researchers,and from studyingthe
behaviourof animalsin the wild.

Caring for Elephants
Caringfor elephantsis a complexand constantlyevolvingprocess. We are
committed to providing the elephants at Dublin Zoo with the highest
possiblestandardsof care, and we strive to lead the way in progressive
animal husbandry. Everythingwe do is guided by the natural history of
elephants,and is groundedin evidence-basedresearch,ensuringthat all of
our actionscancontinuallybe monitoredand improvedto providethe best
possiblelife for the elephantsin our care.

In the wild, elephantscanspendup to 18 hoursa dayforagingand feeding,
so we take everyopportunity to replicatethis and stimulatethe elephants
during their wakinghours. For example,the elevatedfeed nets throughout
the KazirangaForestTrail are filled regularlywith hay, maize,and browse.
These feed nets can be automatically lowered and raised out of the
ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘΩǎreachby hand-heldremotecontrols. Thismimicsnaturalforaging
behavioursand encouragesmovement and searchingbehavioursin the
elephants,whilealsoprolongingthe amountof time that asinglenet of food
canbe usedby the elephants. Sincewe started providingelevatedfeeding
opportunitieswe haveseena remarkableincreasein the neckandshoulder
strength,and overallbody condition,of the elephantsin our care,and this
hasnowbeenreplicatedin manyother zoos.
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Wearecommittedto providingthe elephantsat DublinZoowith the highest

possiblestandardsof care, and we strive to lead the way in progressive

animal husbandry. Everythingwe do is guided by the natural history of

elephants,and groundedin evidence-basedresearch,ensuringthat all of

our actionscancontinuallybe monitoredand improvedto providethe best

possiblelife for the elephantsin our care.
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As elephantsonly sleepfor approximatelythree hours a day, we havealso
designedthe indoor area of the elephant habitat to offer the elephants
feeding opportunities throughout the night. A large feed wall uses timed
doors to provideaccessto hay and feed ballsat different times throughout
the night. Theseactivities can be monitored by the elephant care team
remotelythroughthe useof CCTVcamerasthroughoutthe habitat. Theuseof
camerashas also allowed the elephant care team to follow and record
sleepingand behaviouralpatterns in the elephantsat DublinZooover time,
andtheyplaya crucialrole duringthe birthingprocess. Thecamerasallowour
team to observeand monitor the birthing processwithout disturbing the
elephantswith their physicalpresence. However,if an emergencysituation
arisesduring a birth then the team are only secondsaway, watching the
situationunfoldon screensin the elevatedstaff viewingarea.

ElephantCareTeamat DublinZoo

The elephantsat Dublin Zoo receive world-classcare, including daily
enrichmentand stimulation. Thisis providedby our dedicatedelephant
care team, who have been trained accordingto the latest and most
progressivehusbandry standards,and are equipped with the skills
necessaryto provide the complex care required. Members of our
elephantcareteamregularlyattend trainingworkshopsandconferences
to receive the most recent information on elephant conservation,
research,management,andveterinarymatters. DublinZooalsoreceives
regularexpert advicefrom specialistelephantcareconsultants,helping
us to continually develop our elephant care team and improve our
managementpractices.

Routine elephant foot care at Dublin Zoo
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